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Art

A Level Fine Art is a unique opportunity that offers a wide range of skills and an opportunity to
broaden your knowledge of Art and Artists. You will be required to develop the knowledge, skills
and understanding undertaken in Fine Art:
» Concepts such as figuration, representation and abstraction
e How the formal elements evoke response in the viewer
e Various forms of presentation in Fine Art and the ways that audiences may respond or
interact with them
» Sustainable materials and production processes int he construction of work
« The potential of collaborative working methodsologies int he creative process
e Developing skills and techiques, understanding paint qualities, experimenting with materials,
ideas and techniques

e Gaining confidence in abilityin creative thinking and problem solving.

Suggested Tasks Summer Trips .":

SEUCRMEE U EUEIC I ER RS NCSRUELN  \isit exhibitions and galleries, look at the art, try and
USSR (ISR IV RN RV RGN YRN8 find art / artist / art movements that you like. Keep a
you thinking about what art is. Tate Link note of their names. Enjoy the experience of just
looking and thinking.

Abstract Expressionism in 8 minutes

Arts District: Women of Abstract
Expressionism
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https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/a/abstract-expressionism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rP9k2xzrgx8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p7tlfBOjay0
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170210-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-art-and-design-h600-h606.pdf

Biology

A stimulating and enjoyable course that includes opportunities for practical activities, both in the
laboratory and on fieldwork. The syllabus includes consideration of examples from the development
of biological principles through to the most modern gene technologies. The OCR Specification follows
on from GCSE Biology or Combined Science and will build on knowledge, understanding and skills to

prepare you for scientific careers.

Suggested Tasks

For book, movie, website and pre topic
task guidance, Click here.

Useful TED Talks: G

A New Superweapon in the Fight Against Cancer Cancer is a very clever, adaptable disease. To
defeat it, says medical researcher and educator Paula Haommond, we need a new and powerful
mode of attack.

Why Bees are Disappearing Honeybees have thrived for 50 million years, each colony 40 to 50,000

individuals coordinated in amazing harmony. So why, seven years ago, did colonies start dying en-
masse?

Why Doctors Don’t Know About the Drugs They Prescribe When a new drug gets tested, the results
of the trials should be published for the rest of the medical world — except much of the time,

negative or inconclusive findings go unreported, leaving doctors and researchers in the dark.
Growing New Organs Anthony Atalla's state-of-the-art lab grows human organs — from muscles to

blood vessels to bladders, and more. TED
OCR Exam Board
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https://dhsg-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/nstepp_dhsg_co_uk/EVRBpBMFxEFOhtudTDXpX4cB5Y1oGJAyL7e6wL5dUjn3pA?e=gCuDuO
http://www.ted.com/talks/paula_hammond_a_new_superweapon_in_the_fight_against_cancer?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/marla_spivak_why_bees_are_disappearing?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/ben_goldacre_what_doctors_don_t_know_about_the_drugs_they_prescribe?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/anthony_atala_growing_new_organs?language=en
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/biology-a-h020-h420-from-2015/specification-at-a-glance/

Business

A-Level Business students will develop a critical understanding of organisations, the context in which
they operate, the markets they serve and the process of adding value through a problem solving
approach to study. You will also develop the knowledge and skills needed to analyse and evaluate
data, think critically about issues and make informed decisions- all skills that are needed for further
study and employment. Throughout the course you will have opportunities to communicate and

explain ideas, explore and present alternative courses of action, work with quantitative data to solve

business problems and keep up to date with national and international business news.

Entrepreneurs
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Additional Reading
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Useful to Watch

. Anyone can do it-
Duncan Bannatyne

. The rise and fall of
Marks and
Spencer...And how
it rose again- Judi
Bevan

- Management ten
words- Terry Leahy

- What you get is
what you see: My
autobiography-
Alan Sugar

- The Founder
(Amazon
Prime)

« The Social
Network
(Netflix)

- The Big Short
(Netflix)

. The Great Hack
(Netflix)
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E Textbooks used:

These books can be bought online — ensure it is

Edexcel you are buying!

Tutor2u Knowledge Book

Tutor2u Calculation Book

EDEXCEL A LEVEL Uél H;;;
CALCULATION
PRACTICE BOOK

Pearson revision book

tutor2u
EDEXCEL A LEVEL BUSINESS
KNOWLEDGE BOOK
e REVISION
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https://dhsg-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/nstepp_dhsg_co_uk/EcbF6_0jz61BsV2amy1RUbABWsT1CV7czHKzZMqnV95thA?e=oGVdWD
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/entrepreneurs-on-fire/id564001633
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p002vsxs/episodes/downloads
https://freakonomics.com/series/freakonomics-radio/
https://www.marketplace.org/shows/marketplace/
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/girlboss-radio/id1041122387
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/business-2015.html
https://www.tutor2u.net/business/store/edexcel-a-level-business-knowledge-book
https://www.tutor2u.net/business/store/edexcel-a-level-business-knowledge-book
https://www.tutor2u.net/business/store/edexcel-a-level-business-calculation-practice-book
https://www.tutor2u.net/business/store/edexcel-a-level-business-calculation-practice-book
https://www.whsmith.co.uk/products/revise-edexcel-asa-level-business-revision-guide-and-workbook-includes-online-edition-revise-edexcel/andrew-redfern/mixed-media/9781292213217.html
https://www.whsmith.co.uk/products/revise-edexcel-asa-level-business-revision-guide-and-workbook-includes-online-edition-revise-edexcel/andrew-redfern/mixed-media/9781292213217.html

Chemistry

To ensure that the learning is enjoyable and enhances your enthusiasm for Chemistry, the A-Level
specification has been tailored to follow on from Chemistry or Combined Sciences at GCSE and will

build on knowledge, understanding and skills to provide a pathway to further study.

—

! Usefuladvice: |

The first few topics in Module 2 largely recap on some of the more difficult aspects of GCSE
Chemistry. There will also be a transition exercise, issued in September, to help consolidate your
GCSE knowledge.

.

Textbooks used:

A Level Chemistry A for OCR

4 = s s

by Rob Ritchie and David Gent
(Electronic version available
on Kerboodle)

OCR Exam Board
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https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/chemistry-a-h032-h432-from-2015/specification-at-a-glance/
https://www.kerboodle.com/users/login

Drama and Theatre

The aim of the Drama and Theatre course is to develop your interest and enjoyment in drama and
theatre both as active participants and as informed members of an audience, fostering an
enthusiasm for, and critical appreciation of, the subject. The social, cultural and historical influences
on the development of drama and theatre are also explored in each component, along with the

study of key theatre practitioners.

— —a
Suggested Tasks

s 1) Watch a live Theatre performance in real life at the theatre or via the National Theatre Collection.
NATIONAL THEATRE COLLECTION (Username and passwords are valid)
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/national-theatre-collection
Username: 0Xz!8YmWq*
Password: 2Db)9Sj-v+
2) Review the chosen live theatre production in a 750 to 1000 word essay, using analysis and evaluation to cover
ACTING and DESIGNING aspects of the performance.

Writing a Play Review:

Writing a play review involves both analytical and creative skills. You need to communicate your
assessment of the production in a way that engages your readers and provides them with a holistic
understanding of the theatrical performance. It is important to structure your review to include an
introduction, a plot summary, an analysis of the production, a critique of the performances, a
commentary on the staging, and a conclusion.

Remember, a good play review doesn’t just offer a personal opinion. Instead, it provides an
objective analysis that can enlighten other spectators, help them make informed decisions, and
contribute to the wider conversation about theatre and drama

The Introduction- give the basic information about the

play — the title, the playwright, the director, the place
and time of the performance.

Plot Summary- be concise, avoiding too many spoilers.
Production Analysis- a critique of the director’s
interpretation, the set design, the lighting, the sound,
the costumes, and other technical aspects.
Performance Evaluation- focus on the acting — the
actors’ interpretation of their roles, their stage
presence, and their interaction with each other.

Commentary on the staging- considers the scenic
arrangement, the use of space, and the overall visual
aesthetics.

M Conclusion- sums up your overall impression of the
play, its strengths and weaknesses, and whether or not

Specification

you would recommend it to others.



https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/national-theatre-collection
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=11592

English Literature

The AQA A Level course approaches the study of literature through the lens of historicism,
encouraging the independent study of a range of texts within a shared context. This unifying
approach facilitates the inclusion of a range of wider reading, thus extending your experience and

appreciation of literature.

— —a

Useful Podcast

Suggested Pre Course Reading.

MARGARET

ATWOOD
».

The Handmaid's Tale,
Margaret Atwood

The acclaimed author of The
Handmaid's Tale, Margaret

Attwood has an excellent podcast
The Great Gatsby,

F.Scott Fitzgerald

that is available on Spotify.

. Independent Research.

Prior to the start of the A-Level
course find out about the following:

F.-gm'll' TZGERALD

. Reagan’s presidency
(when/values/controversy)

« The Far Right

« Meaning of Birth Dearth

. Purpose and origins of #metoo

« Trumps views in terms of
women'’s rights/race/values

. Roe v Wade

Exam Board

~
AQA Specification



https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-literature-a-7711-7712/specification-at-a-glance

Geography

This engaging, relevant and dynamic course gives students the opportunity to discuss big questions
such as:
What will be the impacts of climate change?
How many people can our planet support?

How is the world governed?

You will study the relationship between human populations and our physical environment at a
variety of scales from the local to the global. You will consider your own role in relation to themes

and issues being studied and the roles, values and attitudes of others including decision makers. You

will desii]n your own individual investigation and carry out fieldwork.

-

- Suggested Tasks

/L

Keep a geography journal this summer. Can you make links with any parts of the AQA A-Level Specification?

Make flash cards for the subject specific vocabulary and command words you will be using over the next two years.

Conduct research and compile a case study of:
» Change overtime in Devonport, Plymouth.

« A natural disaster that has occurred during the summer holiday- any location on any scale.

n Useful Documentaries and Podcasts- click on the images.

anieitl  GEOGRAPHICAL

CHA

L

~

p Useful links:
( https://substack.com/@dredfern

Textbooks used:
[ (- https://timeforgeography.co.uk/

AQA A-Level Geography, Hodder Education, London

https://www.gapminder.org/

Ross, KL (ed.) 2016, AQA A Level and AS Physical

https://www.alevelgeography.com/
Geography, Oxford University Press, Oxford. Sl

https://www.geographyportal.co.uk/alevel-

Ross, KL (ed.) 2016, AQA A Level and AS Human Geography,

https: tutor2u.net h
Oxford University Press, Oxford. R e ps://www .tutor2u.net/geography,

Exam Board
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https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/as-and-a-level/geography-7037/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/geography/as-and-a-level/geography/teach/subject-specific-vocabulary
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/geography/as-and-a-level/geography/teach/subject-specific-vocabulary
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/geography/as-and-a-level/geography/teach/command-words
https://substack.com/@dredfern
https://timeforgeography.co.uk/
https://geographyeducationonline.org/
https://www.gapminder.org/
https://www.alevelgeography.com/
https://www.geographyportal.co.uk/alevel-resources%20https:/www.tutor2u.net/geography
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/ask-the-expert-podcasts/
https://geographical.co.uk/podcasts
https://www.natgeotv.com/uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qj9z
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006r4wn
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/as-and-a-level/geography-7037/specification-at-a-glance
https://dhsg-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/nstepp_dhsg_co_uk/EVhLdZgStOdDovuE0OcFq7sBTFA5S9NL-HfePuxfCWaHRA?e=wv6Sc6

History

The course is designed to offer you the opportunity to study at least 200 years of History. The British
unit focuses on economic, social and political democratic developments in the period c1780-1885,
which transformed Britain as a nation. This provides a contrast with the depth study which explores
the failure of democracy during a period of economic, social and political crisis and the rise of
Nazism. The Historical Investigation provides students with a chance to investigate a period of 100

years of their choice.

—

Suggested Tasks

The Tudors 1485-1603 Familiarise yourself with the events and main people involved in the Wars of
the Roses. Recommended reading includes: Phillipa Gregory’s works — The Lady of the Rivers, The

White Queen, The Red Queen, The Kingmaker’'s Daughter, The White Princess. Alison Weir's work —
Elizabeth of York: The Last White Rose, Dan Jones: The Hollow Crown

Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1945 Recommending pre-course reading:
The Shortest History of Germany — James Hawes
Blood and Iron: The Rise and Fall of the German Empire 1871-1918 — Katja Hoyer

Useful Documentaries

II and Podcasts. .

Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1945

TV shows: The White Princess, The White —— u Y T b US‘?(Q‘?T)n
. . ificati
Queen, The Spanish Princess Ouiube )
: HI 101 and Empire
3 "; D:ﬁ:NSNOW"S ——
i i | 63 YouTube TRSESAEL
" RicHaRD O\;TOFHDALOST\K.H‘JG Bismarck
it Pradipe Longley I T 1= i |
Otto Van

HISTORY

Yuu'[ube Bismarck- A man
of great ideas

RICHARD Ill VS HENRY VI

i ot Cumdn 0 Mzt i

Kaiser
Wilhelm Il

£ YouTube

Textbooks used:

Oxford AQA History for A Level: The Tudors: England
1485-1603 (Oxford A Level History for AQA) Textbook
and optional revision

Exam Board
- Oxford AQA History for A Level: Democracy and Nazism:
Germany 1918-1945 (Oxford A Level History for AQA) -
textbook and optional revision guide

Specification



https://www.amazon.co.uk/Oxford-AQA-History-Level-1485-1603/dp/0198354606/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1SUSVJYK6ET3K&keywords=aqa+a+level+tudors&qid=1686307974&sprefix=aqa+a+level+tudors%2Caps%2C86&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Oxford-AQA-History-Level-1485-1603/dp/0198421400/ref=sr_1_4?crid=1SUSVJYK6ET3K&keywords=aqa+a+level+tudors&qid=1686308033&sprefix=aqa+a+level+tudors%2Caps%2C86&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Oxford-AQA-History-Level-Democracy/dp/0198354576/ref=sr_1_4?crid=GVGQOACSN29K&keywords=aqa+a+level+germany&qid=1686307369&sprefix=aqa+a+level+german%2Caps%2C145&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Oxford-AQA-History-Level-Democracy/dp/0198421427/ref=sr_1_3?crid=GVGQOACSN29K&keywords=aqa+a+level+germany&qid=1686307419&sprefix=aqa+a+level+german%2Caps%2C145&sr=8-3
https://open.spotify.com/episode/71X37oGDGYVHONg1ZkhEnH
https://open.spotify.com/episode/31DtLR6oRXQs7J6ey3Qhiv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b08bqdzl/british-historys-biggest-fibs-with-lucy-worsley-series-1-1-the-wars-of-the-roses
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3qER3Z3QyA
https://www.history.org.uk/podcasts/categories/438/podcast/600/bismarck-german-unification-the-rise-of-the-ger
https://www.history.org.uk/publications/resource/10074/blood-and-iron-the-violent-birth-of-modern-german
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tq91I3TnWu4
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/as-and-a-level/history-7041-7042/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zc3Y-dU_GjM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LsxmsHBRl1M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABfPJB-2PKM

Maths and Further Maths

In the A-Level, you will build on your Algebra, Geometry and Trigonometry skills in addition to
discovering calculus. You will apply your mathematical skills when studying the areas of Statistics
and Mechanics. Mathematical reasoning and problem solving will also be a prominent feature of the
course.

Further Maths is studied in conjunction with the A-Level. You will have the opportunity to discover
new areas of Maths whilst developing a more in depth understanding of concepts covered in the
standard Mathematics A-Level. You will study Further Pure Maths ideas and modules covering
Further Mechanics, Statistics, modelling of algorithms and numerical methods. Problem solving and

Mathematical reasoning will feature prominently throughout this course.

— —a

Suggested Tasks

Click on the envelope to access the Math's pre-

course material.

Useful links:

Dr Frost Maths- www.drfrostmaths.com/login.php

TLMaths video reminders of GCSE material- https://sites.google.com/view/timaths/home/gcse-

A

What to bring in September:

maths

You should start the course
with all of the usual
mathematics equipment.

“ o 77| You will also need a lever arch

ammma | file, file dividers and loose-leaf
moaos . :
@ G file paper to write on.

Exam Board OCR

§Fw Oxford Cambridge and RSA



https://www.drfrostmaths.com/login.php
https://sites.google.com/view/tlmaths/home/gcse-maths
https://dhsg-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/personal/cdamerell_dhsg_co_uk/Documents/2.%20Maths/KS5%20Schemes/4.%20Bridging%20Work/A%20Level%20Pre-Letter%20June%202023%20V1.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=lODPYk
https://ocr.org.uk/Images/308723-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-mathematics-a-h240.pdf

Physics

A-Level Physics enables students to develop and in-depth knowledge and understanding of the

principles of Physics, gain hands-on practical skills, data analysis skills and an appreciation of how
science works and its relevance beyond the laboratory.

Useful links:

The Institute of

I OI Physics- Explore

Institute of Physics Physics

A-Level Physics

Online
E— Textbooks used:
AQA Physics A-Level 2nd Edition OUP Jim
&L Breithaupt
Db _ Isaac Physics AQA Physics
@ kb Z2nd Edition

Exam Board

Specification AQAD



https://dhsg.sharepoint.com/sites/PhysicsDepartment/Schemes%20of%20Learning/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FPhysicsDepartment%2FSchemes+of+Learning%2FKS5%2F3.00+Induction+Work%2FAQA+Transition+Activities.pdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPhysicsDepartment%2FSchemes+of+Learning%2FKS5%2F3.00+Induction+Work&p=true&ga=1
https://www.iop.org/explore-physics
https://www.alevelphysicsonline.com/aqa
https://isaacphysics.org/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/physics-7407-7408

Psychology
Psychology is the 'scientific study of the mind and behaviour.' A-Level Psychology will provide you
with the skills required of an undergraduate — an inquiring mind and the ability to use scientific
research findings to support and challenge various claims about why people behave the way that
they do. It focuses on knowledge and understanding of concepts, theories and studies from a wide
range of topics such as internal mental processes involved in perception and intelligence, to the

causes of mental disorders.

o 0

Suggested Tasks

1) Read over the AQA A Level (not AS Level) specification on the AQA website, click on all of the links to read the
details.
2) Complete the online course — transition to AQA A Level Psychology.
3) Watch ‘how to get an A* in A Level Psychology’.
4) Pick one topic which particularly interests you and research this further using resources 1,2 and 3. Prepare a
short summary (no more than two sides of A4) and be prepared to answer the following questions:
- Who are the key psychologists in this area?
- What are the key theories/research studies in this area?
- What are the main strengths and weaknesses of this area of psychology?
- Did you come across anything you already knew?
- Did you come across anything which surprised you?

- What questions do you have?

E Textbooks used:

Illuminate publishing AQA Psychology for A Level
Year1land AS

Illuminate publishing AQA Psychology for a Level
Year 2

C e e R
Year 18 AS



https://ondemand.tutor2u.net/students/transition-to-aqa-alevel-psychology-skills-booster?fbclid=IwAR3K92QPdCTSNG_nSlLZ8Hm4vMTtxDUp58VpJ3eOoW6UOCmeABDXGW7BxwU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmAfna-HBH4
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/psychology-revision/a-level-aqa/
https://www.youtube.com/c/PsychBoost
https://psychologyalevel.com/aqa-psychology-revision-notes/

Religious Studies

This course seeks to develop knowledge and understanding of philosophy, religion and ethics
alongside the skills of enquiry, reflection and critical analysis; it is a subject that provides excellent
preparation for most subjects at university. You will enjoy the opportunity to develop your own

opinions and ideas during the course.

Suggested Summer Reading

Our three units are very distinct from each other. We start with Buddhism, so restrict your reading to that over the
summer. If you are thinking about RS — which you should be as it’s a rigorously academic, hard currency subject
(people get into Oxbridge every year with this as an A Level), email me (Mr Abbotts, ) with
your interest and | will send you my own background to the life of the Buddha (which is better than anything you'll

find anywhere else (ahem...)

A good next step book is Siddhartha, by Herman Hesse. It’s also a terrific introduction to Hesse, he’s a great writer!
The book is fictional, but inspired by the life of the Buddha. You can also read it in 3-4 hours. Look for the version

with a foreword by the excellent John Peacock (£8.99 new) — avoid the one by Paulo Coelho.

Also excellent is The Life of the Buddha by H. Saddhatissa. It’s out of print but going second hand from £3.61 on

Amazon. | generally recommend not going too far into the teachings beyond the limits of this book at this stage.

An exception to what | just said may be the wonderful Buddhism by Denise Cush. Written with A Level in mind she

writes SO clearly and is easily digestible — though you may not want to stray too far into the teachings at this stage.

Top Tip...this is an essay-based subject. As soon as A Level

begins you will be producing 1,000+-word essays. Be ot \ V4 4
ready to work hard and do lots of background reading, . * & - S
especially in those books | will (in September) ask to you ke ( wmm“_‘i .\Mm,_.,m“
read in tandem with the course. fo Philes Religion
ﬁddh Eng\\ Pl 8 and Ethics

Textbooks used

WJEC/Eduqas Religious Studies for A Level Year 1 Buddhism.
Richard Gray. Pub. Illuminate

A Level Religious Studies for Eduqas. Philosophy of Religion.
Libby Ahluwalia. Pub. OUP

A Level Religious Studies for Eduqas. Religion and Ethics.
Clare Lloyd. Pub. OUP

& Exam Board
A eduqas | specification

Part of EX



https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/i4tjifbc/eduqas-a-level-religious-studies-spec-from-2016-e-011020.pdf

Spanish
This course aims to give you an excellent grounding in all aspects of the Spanish language with the
opportunity to develop ability and confidence in the four skill areas of speaking, listening, reading
and writing. Furthermore, the specification aims to stimulate the greater cultural awareness of

Spain and Latin America.
Spanish is a valuable asset in a variety of degree and career areas including Law, Accountancyy,

Business, Media and Teaching. Most Spanish degrees involve a year abroad.

—

Suggested Tasks

The Spanish Depaqrtment have created the following document with all the information you will need to prepare

for A-Level Spanish. Click here to access the document.

AQA Spanish AQA Spanish

A LEVEL

A LEVEL
YEAR 2

OXFORD

Exam Board r
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https://dhsg-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/nstepp_dhsg_co_uk/EScKe3-6iVJFkfgZslngZegBjXjbPDFyC1U8tPbeC2Xktg?e=fi4Cho
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/spanish-7692/specification-at-a-glance

